Uncle Sam Wants You!
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ntroduction

THE SOLDIER'S CREED * Recruitment posters
| am an American Soldier. attraCt young men and

| am a Warrior and a member of a team.

| serve the people of the United States and live W O m e n
the Army Values.

| will always place the mission first.

| will never accept defeat. * H OW iS th e m i I itary

| will never quit.

| will never leave a fallen comrade. CO nstructed?
| am disciplined, physically and mentally tough,

trained and proficient in my warrior tasks and drills.

| always maintain my arms, my equipment and myself.

| am an expert and | am a professional.

| stand ready to deploy, engage, and destroy the enemies * M iSS i O n Of M i I itary iS to

of the United States of America in close combat.

| am a guardian of freedom and the American way of life. p rote Ct CO u ntry

| am an American Soldier.
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research Question

* How does patriotic symbolism varies between
World War Il and the Iraq war?




B Thesis

* The recruitment
posters reflect a
military attitude and
the military’s belief of
what the general
public sentiment is
towards the war they




i! Literature Review

* History of the American Military: WWII and Iraq
* Loyalty and Courage during times of despair

* Patriotism and the Media
* Construct meaning
* United States Office of War Information
* Freedom of Information Act

* Patriotism and the Military Recruit



e Social Construction
Theory

— Berger and Luckmann
(1966)
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STAND?I:IGUP FOR YOURSEI:F I;STRONG. ° N a'ti O n aI I d e n ti ty

STANDING UP FOR THOSE ARC‘)U.ND YOU {

ECESERNE R — Stuart Hall (1996)
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il Methodology

* Content Analysis

* 126 posters
* 64 from World War |l
* 62 from the Irag War

* Demographics

* Coding

* characters

* national symbols

* themes

|




Table 1. Comparison of Themes in Words on Poster

World War Il Irag war

Personal 11 (17.3%) FIEZE), 19 (15.1%)




Table 2: Use of National Symbols in Recruitment Posters

World War Il lIraq War

Stars and Stripes 11 (21.6%) 7 (36.8%) 18 (25.7%)

Historical figures 8 (15.7%) 1 (5.3%) 9 (12.8%)




Table 3: Character Appearance

Civilian clothes 4 (9.3%) 4 (7.5%) 8 (8.3%)




Table 4: Characters in Action

World War |l lrag War

Training 0 (0.0%) 7 (13.2%) 7 (7.3%)




‘ Discussion

* Narrative of the
Nation

* Collective national
identity

* Reason for
Involvement

determines public
discourse

* Change in the way
Military is depicted

Women...
our wounded
need

your care!

YOU can serve as
medicol technicians,
surgical rechnicians,
and in other Army
hospital assignments

Joina
hospital
company




Questions?

Are you a girl with a
. Star-Spangled heart ?

Wemane Army Came
[eited Brates Army
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